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Whereas, There are eindil practitioners 
MEDICAL PROGRESS. ‘in this county who do not countenance this 
Proceedings of the Medical Society of} organization, and one or more of them having 
Northampton County (Penna.).—The an-} been known to take improper advantage of 
nual meeting of the society was held on} their separation from us: Therefore, 
Monday, January 5th.—Present, Drs. Cook,! Resolved, 1, That our members who re- 
Innes, Seip, Cavanaugh, Hollinshead, Swift, } side in the country shall, so far as practica- 
Lachenour, Green, Scholl, Stout and Aber- } ble, choose their consulting physicians from 


nethy. the members of this society, or societies of 
Dr. Cook, one of the Vice-Presidents, in} a similar character elsewhere, as we believe 
the chair. such individuals are to be preferred for their 


The vote of the society on an application} devotion to the profession, and from their 
for membership in July last, was reconsid-} using the means of professional improve- 
ered, and membership refused ; the indivi-} ment. 
dual concerned being engaged in homeeopa-$ Resolved, 2, That in Easton and South 
thic practice. Easton, the members of this society shall 

Dr. J. R. Ludlow was elected a member. } not consult with persons who are not asso- 

One application for membership was? ciated with us, or are not members of similar 
negatived. societies, though they be regular practi- 

The following preamble and resolutions, } tioners of medicine. 
offered at a former meeting, were unani-{ Resolved,3, That the names of the mem- 
mously adopted :— bers of this society be published annually, 

Whereas, The various organizations of} and that those be considered members who 
the medical profession have been formed for } have paid the society dues for the previous 
the improvement of its members: and} year. 








Published Monthly by BLANCHARD & LEA, Philadelphia, at One Dollar 
a-year, and sent GRATUITOUSLY to all subscribers of the ‘American Journal of the 
Medical Sciences,” who remit the Annual Subscription, Five Dollars, in advance. 

i In no case will this work be sent unless the money is paid in advance. 

This should pay postage as a newspaper. Each number of the “Medical News 
and Library” weighs between one and two ounces. Subscribers will therefore, 

under the new postage law, pay in advance for each quarter as follows :— 
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do. do. between 50 and 300 . ‘ 24 
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Resolved, 4, That the above resolutions} Corresponding Secretary.—C. Sheridan, 


take effect immediately after the semi-annual 
meeting, July, 1852. 

The following officers were elected. 

President.—Dr. Robert E. James. 

Vice-Presidents.—Drs. George Kline- 
felter and Silas C. Cook. 

Recording Secretary.—Dr. Traill Green. 

Corresponding Secretary.—Dr. Abraham 
Stout. ; 

Treasurer.—Dr. Charles Innes. 

Delegates to the State Medical Society.— 
Drs. Hollinshead, Swift, Cavanaugh, and 
Seip. 

Delegates to the American Medical Asso- 
ciation.—Drs. Swift, Scholl, Abernethy, and 
Stout. 

Dr. Stout, Chairman of the Committee on 
the Medical Topography and Epidemics of 
the County, read the report of the Commit- 
tee, which was referred to the delegates to 
the State Medical Society to be presented 
at its next meeting. 


Northern Medical Association.—At a 
stated meeting of the Northern Medical As- 
sociation, held January Ist, 1852, the fol- 
lowing members were elected officers for the 
present year:— 

President.—Dr. Benjamin S. Janney. 

Vice-President.—Dr. N.S. Hatfield. 

Counsellors.—Drs. J. F. Lamb, J. Uhler, 
J. Remington, G. W. Patterson, and J. H. 
Handy. 

Treasurer.—Dr. M. B. Smith. 

Secretary.—Dr. J. Henry Smaltz. 

Reporting Secretaries.—Drs. H. Harts- 
horne and S. N. Troth. 

Corresponding Secretary.—J. Reming- 
ton. 

Delegates to American Medical Associa- 
tion.—Drs. Lamb, R. H. Townsend, N. L. 
Hatfield, H. Hartshorne, H. Mayburry, and 
R. J. Levis. 

Extract from the Minutes. 
J. HENRY SMALTZ, 
Sec’y N. Med. Association. 


Medical Society of Cambria County.—A 
County Medical Society has recently been 
established in Cambria County (Penna.). 
The following are the officers for the present 
year :— 

President.—Wm. A. Smith, M. D. 

Recording Secretary. —D. W. Lewis, 

.D. 





M. D. 
Treasurer.—John Lowman, M. D. 
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Transactions of the American Medical 
Association.—In our preceding number we 
announced the unpleasant intelligence of the 
destruction by fire of nearly all the published 
transactions of the Association remaining 
unsold, The only volumes saved were some 
in the store of Messrs. Blanchard and Lea, 
and of these a few complete sets can be 
made. These will be furnished by Messrs. 
Blanchard and Lea to members of the Asso- 
ciation, or to societies which have been repre- 
sented in the Association, at twenty dollars 
aset. Some copies also of Vols. I. and III. 
are for sale to members who wish to com- 
plete the sets, at two dollars each in paper, 
or two dollars and a half in muslin covers. 

Those desiring sets should remit the 
amount to Messrs. Blanchard & Lea, Pub- 
lishers, Philadelphia, without delay, as the 
few they have on hand will doubtless be 
speedily disposed of. 

It is greatly to be regretted that many 
members of the Association, who desired 
copies of Vol. IV., should have delayed 
forwarding their remittances. Had they 
promptly responded to the circular issued 
in August last, they would have received 
their copies, for the volume was distributed 
before the fire to those who had prepaid ; the 
Association would have been saved a part of 
their logs; and the Committee of Publication 
would not have been obliged to incur a pe- 

cuniary responsibility of nearly a thousand 
? dollars, which they had to assumein putting 
Vol. IV. to press, their treasury at the time 
being deficient that sum, of the estimated 
expense. ‘ 

The Committee of Publication cannot 
now supply a separate copy of Vol. IV. at 
any price. 





Registration of Marriages, Births, and 
Deaths.— (The following bill relative to the 
registration of Marriages, Births, and 
Deaths, passed by the Legislature of Penn- 
sylvania, Session 1850—51, is now a law 
of the Commonwealth ; we therefore publish 
it for the information of the profession.) 
Whereas, From the death of witnesses, 
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and from other causes, it has often been } 
found difficult to prove the marriage, birth, 

or death of persons, whereby the rights of 

many have been sacrificed, and great wrongs } 
have been done: 

And whereas, Important truths deeply af- 
fecting the physical welfare of mankind are 
to be drawn from the number of marriages, 
births, or deaths, that during a term of years 
may be contracted, or may occur within the 
limits of an extensive Commonwealth: 

Therefore— 

Secr. 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania in General Assem- 
bly met, and it is hereby enacted by the author- 
ity of the same, That from and after the first 
day of July next, each register of wills in 
the several counties of this State shall be 
supplied with separate books, in which he 
shall register, in the manner hereinafter di- 
rected, the marriages which may have been 
contracted, and the births and deaths which 
may have occurred within his county. 

Secr. 2. That it shall be the duty of every 
clergyman, alderman, justice of the peace, 
clerk or keeper of the records of the reli- 
gious society of Friends, and of every other 
person or society, by or before whom any 
marriage may hereafter be solemnized or 
contracted, to make at once a record of the 
same in a book to be kept fur the purpose, 
and within the space of thirty days after such 
marriage, to return the same in the form of 
a certificate, duly signed by the person so 
certifying to the register of the county in 
which such marriage shall have been solem- 
nized or contracted, which said record and 
certificate shall set forth, as far as the same 
can be ascertained, the full name of the hus- 
band, his occupation, and the name of his 
place of birth, and residence, the full name 
of the wife previously to the said marriage, 
the names of the parents of said husband, 
and of the parents of said wife, also the colour 
of the parties, and the time, place where, 
and ceremony by which such marriage was 
contracted, and if pronounced by any clergy- 
mén or other person as aforesaid, the place 
of residence of such person. 

Sgcr. 3..It shall be the duty of every phy- 
sician, under whose care a birth shall here- 
after take place, to make at once a record 
of such birth in a book to be kept for the 
purpose, and to return the same duly signed 
by himor her in the form of a certificate, to 





the register of the county in which such 
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birth shall have taken place, in the manner, 
and within the period directed by the second 
section of this act; which said record and 
certificate shall set forth, as far as the same 
can be ascertained, the full name of such 
child, if any name should have been confer- 
red, its sex, colour, names of any other child 
or children living, the full name as well as 
occupation of its parent or parents ; and for 
better identification, the full name previously 
to marriage of the mother of such child, the 
day, hour, and place in, and at which such 
birth occurred, and any circumstances con- 
nected with such birth that may be deemed 
of interest. In case such birth shall have 
occurred without the superintendence of any 
person, and should no physician or other 
person be in attendance upon the parent im- 
mediately thereafter, it shall then become 
the duty of the parent or parents of such 
child, to return the same to the register in 
the manner, form, and within the period 
above required. 

Sect. 4, Every physician, or surgeon, who 
shall hereafter be in attendance at the period 
of the death of any individual dying within 
this State, shall make at once a record of 
such death in a book to be kept by him for 
the purpose, and shall return the same duly 
signed in the form of a certificate, to the re- 
gister of the county in which such individual 
may have resided at the time of death, in 
the manner and within the period directed 
in the second section of this act, which re- 
cord and certificate shall set forth, as far as 
the same can be ascertained, the full name, 
sex, and colour of the person deceased, and 
his or her age, also the name of his or her 
parents, the occupation, place of birth, the 
period, place, and disease, or cause of death, 
and if within his knowledge the name of the 
burial-ground in which interred, and if mar- 
ried at the time of death, the name of the 
husband or wife, as the case may be. And 
no person having the charge as sexton, or 
otherwise, of any vault or burying-ground, 
within the City and County of Philadelphia, 
shall inter, or permit or cause to be interred, 
the dead body of any person in such vault or 
burying-ground, without first procuring a 
copy of such record duly certified as afore- 
said by the person who made it; which cer- 
tificate as aforesaid when obtained, he shall 
sign, and before the expiration of thirty days 
from the time at which he may have received 
it, shall return the same to the register afore- 
said. And every physician, coroner, or 
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other person, who shall neglect or refuse to 
furnish such sexton, or other person, pre- 
vious to such interment within the said city 
or county, the certificate required. by this 
section, and every sexton or other person 
having the care or superintendence of any 
vault or burying-ground, who shall neglect 
to procure such certificate as aforesaid, or, 
having procured it, shall neglect or refuse 
to return it as aforesaid, shall each for every 
such neglect or refusal, forfeit and pay the 
sum of five dollars, which sum shall be re- 
coverable as debts of the like amount are 
recoverable by any person who may sue for 
the same. All certificates or returns re- 
quired by this act shall be signed by the 
parties so certifying. 

Sect. 5. This act shall not be construed 
to prevent the registry of any marriage con- 
tracted, or birth or death happening, pre- 
viously to its passage, within the limits of 
this State; nor of the marriage, birth, or 
death, of any person or persons who may 
have married, been born, or may have died 
elsewhere, but who were the child or child- 
ren of citizens of this State ; nor of any mar- 
riage contracted previously or subsequently 
to the passage of this act, in any other part 
of these United States or their territories, or 
beyond the limits of the same: Provided, 
Either of the parties married were perma- 
nently residing in this State at the time, or 
at some time previously or subsequently to 
such marriage: such registrations shall be 
in the form already prescribed, and shall be 
kept apart from the current registrations, 
and in separate books, as is already required 
in the case of other registrations, but shall 
be embraced in the general index. The 
proof of every such marriage shall be as fol- 
lows, to wit: In the case of a marriage by 
the person who pronounced it, or if such 
proof cannot be made, or the marriage shall 
have been contracted according to the man- 
ner of the religious society of Friends, then 
it shall be made by some one who was pre- 
sent thereat: in the case of a birth, by some 
one who has actual knowledge of the period 
at which such person was born, or of his or 
her parentage; and in the case of a death, 
by some one who actually saw such person 
dead, or who has actual knowledge of the 
fact. Such proof shall be under oath or affir 
mation, and shall be in its character satisfac- 
tory to the register: Provided further, that 
should any person feel aggrieved at the deci- 








sion of the register aforesaid, he or she, or 
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as the case may be, the next friend, or the 
representative of the person on whose be- 
half such application is made, shall have the 
right of an appeal to the Orphans’ Court of 
the proper county, in which case the testi- 
mony so taken shall be sent up with the ap- 
peal to the said court, by the said register, 
accompanied by a written statement of his 
reasons for rejecting it as insufficient. 

Sect. 6. That no letters of administration 
or letters testamentary shall be granted by 
any register upon the estate or effects of any 
person, hereafter dying within this State, or 
if granted, shall be valid, until the death of 
such person shall be duly certified to the 
said register, in order that the same may be 
duly registered according to the forms and 
provisions of this act, or as strictly in com- 
pliance therewith, as it may be in the power 
of the party so to do. 

Sect. 7. That no appointment of any guar- 
dian to the person or estate of any minor, 
hereafter born, by any orphan’s court within 
this State, shall be valid, until the date of 
the birth of such minor, and the date of the 
death, as well as the name of hisor her parent 
or parents shall be duly registered according 
to the provisions of this act, or as strictly as 
the same can be complied with, unless from 
the death of any witness, or from some other 
cause deemed sufficient, upon strict investi- 
gation by the said court, such proof cannot 
be made, or cannot at the time be conve- 
niently made, in which latter case it shall be 
made as soon as it may be practicable. 

Sect. 8. That the said books or registers, 
or a certificate, duly certified by the register 
aad authenticated by his seal of office, as 
containing a full copy of the record of any 
marriage, birth, or death, shall hereafter be 
admitted in any court of this State as prima 
facie proof of any marriage, birth, or death: 
Provided, however, That should no such re- 
gistration exist, the proof of any marriage, 
birth, or death shall be sufficient, if made in 
the manner now or hereafter required under 
the decisions of the Supreme Court of this 
Commonwealth. 

Sect. 9. That if any register shall not, 
within fourteen days after an application 
made to him to register any marriage, birth, 
or death, as aforesaid, register in the proper 
form and book, any such marriage, birth, or 
death, as the same shall be certified to him, 
unless he has sufficient cause, he shall for- 
feit and pay the sum of ten dollars, to be re- 
covered as debts of the same amount are 
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recoverable by any person who may sue for 
the same ; the person aggrieved shall have 
the right of appeal provided by the 6th sec- 
tion of this act, and all certificates of mar- 
riages, births, or deaths, duly returned, shall 
be preserved and filed by the register. 
Sect. 10. That if any person shall wil- 
fully, knowingly, and falsely swear or affirm 
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11. The place, town or township, and 
county where the marriage was con- 
tracted. 

12. The colour. 

13. By what ceremony contracted. 

14. Name of person pronouncing marriage. 

15. Residence of person last named. 

16. Name of person signing the certificate. 


to, or returm any such certificate of such; 17. Date of certificate. 
marriage, birth, or death, or if any register § 18. Date of registration. 


shall, wilfully and knowingly, make, or 
cause to be made in the said books, a false 
entry of such marriage, birth, or death, the 
said person or register so offending shall 
be punished by fine or imprisonment, or 
both, at the discretion of the court having 
the cognizance of such offences, the fine not 
to exceed eight hundred dollars, and the 
imprisonment not to exceed seven years. 

Sect. 11. The registry of marriages, 
births, and deaths, shall be kept in separate 
books. There shall be general indexes to 
the records of all marriages, births, and 
deaths ; which indexes of marriages, births, 
and deaths, respectively, shall be kept in 
separate books. Opposite to each name in 
the said index shall be affixed not only the 
reference to the record, but the day of the 
month and year in which any marriage may 
have been contracted, or birth or death may 
have occurred, as the case may be. 

Sect. 12. In order to secure uniformity, 
precision, and greater dispatch in the afore- 
said registration, the said books shall con- 
tain (upon each page of the same, and along 
the margin at the side of the said page) 
printed titles, duly numbered, opposite to 
which shall be left blanks or spaces in which 
entries shall be made corresponding to the 
particular subject of each of the said titles. 
The said titles in the books for registering 
marriages, shall be printed and arranged in 
the following words and order, to wit :— 


For Registering Marriages. 


1. Full name of the husband. 

. Name of the father of said husband. 

. Name of the mother of said husband. 

. Occupation of husband. 

. Residence of husband. 

. Birthplace of husband. 

. Full name of the wife previously to 
marriage, 

. Name of the father of said wife. 

. Name of the mother of said wife. 

. The time when the marriage was con- 
tracted. 





The titles in the books for Registering 
Births, in the following words and order, 
to wit :— 

. Full name of child. " 

. Sex. 

. Colour. 

. Names of other issue living. 

. Full name of father. 

. Occupation of father. 

. Name of the mother previously to mar- 
riage. 

. Hour, day of week, of month, and the 
year of birth. 

. Place, town or township, and county 
in which born. 

. Name of physician or other person 
signing the certificate, or on whose ap- 
plication registry is made. 

. Residence of such person. 

2. Date of certificate. 
. Date of registration. 
. Any additional circumstances. 


The titles in the books for Registering 
Deaths, in the following words and order, 
to wit :— 


1. Full name of deceased. 


4, Age. 
. Name of father of deceased. 
. Name of mother oi deceased. 
. Occupation. 
. Place of birth. 
. Name of wife of deceased. 
. Name of husband of deceased. 
. Date of birth and date of death. 
. Cause of death. 
. Name of the place, town or township, 
and county in which the person died. 
. Name and location of burial-ground in 
which interred. 
. Name of person returning certificate. 
. Residence of such person. 
. Date of certificate. 
18. Date of registration. 
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At the bottom of each page.in each of 
said books, there shall be !eft a blank for 
the registry of any fact, which any act or 
acts of assembly hereafter enacted may re- 
quire shall be registered, and all interlinea- 
tions or erasures shall at the time be noted 
by the register. 

Secr. 13. The said register, with the ex- 
ceptions hereinafier named, shall receive, 
provided he comply with the provisions of 
this act, for registering any marriage, birth, 
or death, the sum of ten cents, which shall 
be paid to him, on his demand, by the 
treasurer of the proper county, except for 
registering any marriage contracted, or birth 
or death happening previously to the year 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, 
in which case he shall receive twenty-five 
cents, to be paid by the party for examining 
every witness, in which the testimony is 
reduced to writing and at length, twenty- 
five cents; for sending up the record upon 
an appeal, fifty cents; for granting a certi- ¢ 
fied copy of the full record of any marriage, 
birth, or death, fifty cents ; which shall also 
be paid to him by the party. He shall make 
no charges for administering an oath or 
affirmation, nor demand a fee from any per- 
son so registering. The Register for the 
City and County of Philadelphia shall re- 
ceive but six cents for making any registry, 
as aforesaid, which shall be paid by the 
county treasurer as aforesaid. 

All emoluments arising from the regis- 
tration, except the amount paid by the se- 
veral counties to the registers, which shall 
exceed the sum of one thousand dollars, 
shall be paid into the State Treasury. In 
order the more effectually to guard against 
injury from the loss by fire or otherwise, of 
the records of any county, and for other 
purposes, it shall be the duty of each regis- 
ter (under the penalty of twenty dollars for 
every neglect, recoverable as aforesaid), in 
each of the counties semi-annually, between 
the fifteenth and twentieth day of January 
and July in each year, to transmit a copy 
of the record of marriages, births, and 
deaths, before specified, with a copy of 
the index, duly certified by him to the Se- 
cretary of the Commonwealth, who shall 
file the same in his office, and annually 
transmit to the legislature an abstract of the 
number of marriages, births, and deaths, 
which have occurred in each county in the 
State during each year next preceding the 
first day of January, and for which purpose 
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the said secretary shall furnish, at the cost 
of the Commonwealth, each of the said re- 
gisters with proper blanks, prepared in the 
form required by the thirteenth section of 
this act; and shall also furnish to each ot 
the said registers, at the cost of the Com- 
monwealth, the blank books and indexes 
required by the first or any other section of 
this act; and shall also, at the same time, 
transmit a printed copy of this act, which 
shall be bound with said blank books, and 
such instructions on the subject of the law 
as he may see fit to prepare, and generally 
to do whatever may be required to carry 
into effect the provisions of this act. 

Sect. 14. Every clergyman, justice of the 
peace, physician, sexton, or undertaker, 
whose duty it is to make any return under 
this act, shall, on or before the first day of 
October next, return his name and residence 
to the register of the county in which he may 
reside, who shall record the said return in 
a book to be kept for the purpose, to be 
provided at the expense of the county; and 
such person shall notify the register of his 
removal to any other place in or out of the 
said county, within thirty days after such 
removal, except where he may cease to act 
in a professional or official capacity. 

Secr. 15. All acts or parts of acts incon- 
sistent herewith, or supplied as aforesaid, 
are hereby repealed. 

College of Dentistry in Philadelphia.— 
We learn that the formation of a Faculty, 
and the organization of a College of Den- 
tistry in this city, are now matured, under a 
charter granted by the State government, 
and that all necessary arrangements are in 
process, for opening the Institution at the 
commencement of the next season. 

Philadelphia is a most appropriate loca- 
tion for such a college; it helps to complete 
the system of professional culture for which 
our city is so highly distinguished, and will 
derive many of the advantages necessary to 
the success of a new enterprise from the 
helpful connections which it will secure 
with our old and well established schools of 
general medicine. The formal announce- 
ment of the new college is not yet published, 
but we learn that the Faculty consists of five 
professors, all practising Dentists, and judi- 
ciously selected for their varied fitness to fill 
the several departments into which the 
course of instruction naturally divides. Two 
yearsstudy under respectable private tuition, 
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and attendance upon two full courses of pub- 
lic lectures, will be required of the candidate 
for graduation. But students, who prove 
their matriculation in any of our medical 
colleges, will be allowed to attend any one 
or more of the chairs in the Dental College 
at their option, thus liberally affording such 
persons their choice of the institutions at 
which they may prefer to learn particular 
branches of the general science. But, pro- 
viding for, and aiming at a regularly scien- 
tific education in all the branches essential 
to the qualification of accomplished dentists, 
the College will not admit pupils to parti- 
cular branches unless they are receiving ade- 
quate instruction in the other branches of 
medicine and surgery elsewhere. We wish 
success to this movement, and doubt not 
that it will both merit and receive it. 
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Substitutes for Mercurials in the Treat- 
ment of Syphilis.—M. Rosin read to the 
Academy of Sciences of Paris, a note on 
this subject, followed by a recital of the re- 
searches of M. Vicentt, also on the same 
question. 

In a previous communication, M. Robin 
had enunciated the idea that mercurials do 
not exert any particular mode of action upon 
syphilitic disease, except in combining with 
the virus, and converting it into a new and 
inert compound. Many other substances, 
M. Robin had stated, possessed the same 
powers—e. g. preparations of arsenic, gold, 
silver, iron, and antimony, and therefore 
might advantageously replace the mercurial 
medication. 

With this view, M. Vicenti had, at the 
request of M. Robin, studied experimentally 
the action of bichromate of potash. The 
following is a summary of the results :— 

1. That the bichromate of potash pos- 
sesses most undoubtedly anti-syphilitic pro- 
perties more active and energetic than 
mercurial preparations. 

2. That in the three cases in which it was 
administered no ill effects followed. The 
nausea occasionally excited is readily allayed 
by opium. 

3. That being soluble the bichromate is 
rapidly taken into the system. 

4, That the bichromate of potass may ad- 
vantageously replace mercurials in the treat- 
ment of syphilis. 


> 
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On the Effects of Virulent Matters when 
taken into the Stomachs of Men and the 
Lower Animals.—M. Reenav tt, director 
of the Veterinary School at Alfort, gave the 
following summary: of his researches :— 

1. The dog and pig may eat all the pro- 
ducts of secretion, whatever they may be, 
without prejudice to their health; all the 
cadaveric debris proceeding from animals 
suffering under glanders, furuncular disease, 
rabies, the contagious typhus and pneumonia 
of oxen, and the contagious epizootics of 
fowls. 

2. It is not the same with fowls, unless 
perhaps with the exception of their own dis- 
eases, in order to determine which it would 
be necessary to make the experiment out 
of the epizootic atmosphere, which M. Reg- 
nault has not been able to effect. 

3. The virulent matters of rabies and 
acute glanders, which lose their contagious 
properties by transit through the alimentary 
canal of the dog or pig, retain them in pass- 
ing through that of the horse. 

4. The matter of the furuncular disease 
which is taken with impunity by the dog 
and pig, gives rise to disease when swal- 
lowed by the herbivora, the sheep, goat, 
and horse. 

5. Carnivora and omnivora eat the mat- 
ters with impunity, because their organiza- 
tion is adapted for the conversion and diges- 
tion of animal matters, while that of the 
herbivora is suited only to the digestion of 
vegetable substances. 

6. The flesh of the pig that has eaten these 
virulent matters is perfectly safe for human 
food. 

7. Culinary operations so change the poi- 
sonous nature of the matters proceeding 
from animals with either of these contagious 
maladies, that they have been swallowed 
with impunity by herbivora. 

From these conclusions the author draws 
the inferences, that there is no reason, in a 
sanitary point of view, for preventing pigs, 
fowls, &c., being fed on such matters; and 
that, however repulsive it may seem to the 
human being, meat, milk, &c., of animals 
suffering under contagious maladies may 
be eaten with impunity, if previously cooked 
or boiled. 

Ona peculiar Acid secreted in the Pulmo- 
nary Parenchyma of most Animals.—M. 
Dumas presented to the Academy of 
Sciences of Paris (Dec. lst), a note in the 
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name of M. Verdeil, on a crystallized acid, § 
secreted in the lungs, and forming crystal- ‘ 
lized salts with the alkaline bases. It is$ 
found free, and combined with soda. It; 
forms brilliant crystals strongly refracting } 
light. At ahigh temperature it is destroyed 
with an empyreumatic smell, and a slight 
ash is left. It is soluble in water, insoluble 
in cold alcohol, dissolving in boiling alcohol, 
insoluble in ether. It is formed of carbon, 
nitrogen, hydrogen, sulphur, and oxygen, in 
definite proportions. This acid decomposes 
the carbonate of soda in the blood, and libe- 
rates the carbonic acid to be eliminated by 
the lungs. 


New Mode of Disguising the Taste of 
Cod-Liver Oil.—Dr. Routu exhibited to 
the Medical Society of London, a specimen 
of ‘‘ Sardine flavoured oil,’’ prepared by di- 
gesting a number of sardine fishes, as sent 
over from Italy, in some cod-liver oil. After 
a month or so, the oil acquired the taste 
and smell of the sardines, and was very plea- 
sant to take ; spread over a piece of hot toast, 
it formed really quite aluxury. The bottle; 
was handed round, and seemed to give 
general satisfaction.—Med. Times, Dec. 
20th. - 

Excision of a portion of the Rectum.—Dr. 
Beitn, R. N., exhibited to the Pathological 
Society of London, for staff surgeon Dickson, 
a portion of the rectum which had been pro- 
truded and cut off. The person on whom this 
operation had been performed had suffered 
severely from intermittent fever, and was 
much debilitated from its effects. While a 
convalescent, he was attacked with acute 
dysentery ; and, during the efforts to relieve 
the bowels, a prolapse of the rectum occur- 
red, when, experiencing insuperable diffi- 
culty in its reduction, he requested a non- 
professional friend who had called upon him, 
to be so obliging as to cut it off. This re- 
quest wae kindly complied with, to the satis- 
faction and present relief of the sufferer. 
The bowel removed, when examined sub- 
sequently, was found to have been cut off 
by an irregular and oblique incision, so that 
it was of the extent of three inches on one 
side, and only an inch and a quarter on the 
other. On aclose examination, it was found, 
that the specimen was composed of all the 
tissues of the gut. Urgent symptoms set in 
on the second day after the removal, when 
more of the rectum was extruded, and sub- 








sequently removed by operation, in conse- 





quence of the impossibility of treating it by 
any other method. The patient subsequent- 
ly recovered.— Lancet, Dec. 27, 1851. 


Homeopathy and the Royal College of 
Physicians (London).—The following letter 
from the President of the Royal College of 
Physicians was sent in reply to an applica- 
tion from a homeopathic practitioner for ad- 
mission to examination for the Degree of 
Doctor of Medicine. 

‘*Sir:—The foundation of the Royal 
College of Physicians was for the purpose 
of guaranteeing to the public skilful and safe 
practitioners. 

‘*The College of Physicians regard the 
so-called homceopathists as neither skilful 
nor safe practitioners. 

“Therefore the College cannot, without 
betraying a sacred trust, Sive its license to 
persons whom they regard as wholly un- 
worthy their confidence, and with whom it 
is not possible they can hold any commu- 
nion. 

“‘T remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 

“JOHN AYRTON PARIS.” 

Umbilical Superfetation—M. Danyav 
read (Nov. 18th) to the Academy of Medi- 
cine of Paris, a report on a case by Dr. 
SutirowstI, of a girl born in 1833, who had 
at birth a remarkably large abdomen, which 
increased in size till the age of ten years. 
During this period her health was greatly 
impaired, and she suffered much from abdo- 
minal pains and other symptoms. In 1843 
a rupture took place at the umbilicus, and 
from twelve to fourteen pounds of serous 
liquid escaped; the tumour was notably 
diminished ; through the opening left in the 
parietes a substance could be perceived, 
fleshy, resisting, red, and studded with teeth 
and hair. Several years afterwards the tu- 
mour was successfully removed by opera- 
tion, and was found to contain a deformed 
male foetus. - 

Arsenic Poisoner.—At the Court of As- 
sizes in France, Helen Jegado, a servant, 
was put upon her trial for seven murders by 
arsenic, in 1850. The evidence showed that, 
during her life, no less than forty-three per- 
sons had been poisoned by her, including 
several of her mistresses, masters, and fel- 
low-servants. Her counsel pleaded in- 
sanity, but the jury gave no credit to such 
a@ monomania, and found her guilty. She 
was accordingly sentenced to be executed. 








